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Individual Healthcare Identifier NBEDS 2024-25
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Set Specification

METEOR identifier: 775786

Registration status: Health, Standard 06/12/2023

DSS type: Data Set Specification (DSS)

Scope: The scope of the Individual Healthcare Identifier (IHI) national best endeavours data
set (NBEDS) is episodes of care for patients reported against health metadata
sets (including national minimum data sets (NMDSs) and NBEDSs) provided by
states and territories to the Independent Health and Aged Care Pricing Authority
(IHACPA).

Collection and usage attributes

Guide for use: Each person's IHI is unique within the Australian healthcare system.

The IHI is part of the Australian Government's digital health initiative developed to
enhance the way information is exchanged, shared and managed in the Australian
health sector. Electronic identifiers and the systems underpinning them were
developed and are maintained by the Healthcare Identifiers (HI) Service. 

An IHI is automatically assigned to all individuals registered with Medicare Australia
or enrolled in the Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) programs. Those not
enrolled in Medicare Australia or with the DVA are assigned a temporary number
when they next seek health care; this is then validated by the HI Service Operator
and becomes their unique IHI.

Each IHI has a Record Status; this describes whether verification of the identifier of
the individual has occurred and is based on the evidence available of a person's
identity.

The IHI number does not change regardless of the person's Record Status.

Each IHI also has a Number Status; this describes whether the IHI number is in use.

Collection methods: Authorised healthcare providers and their authorised staff can access an
individual's Individual Healthcare Identifier (IHI) online through the HI Service at
the Australian Government Services Australia website.

National reporting arrangements

State and territory health authorities may report IHI data on a best-efforts basis to
IHACPA. Any IHI data submission should occur as part of the related national
minimum data set or national best endeavours data set data submissions:

Activity based funding: Mental health care NBEDS 2024–25

Admitted patient care NMDS 2024–25 and Admitted patient care NBEDS 2024–
25

Admitted subacute and non-acute hospital care NBEDS 2024–25

Emergency service care NBEDS 2024–25

Non-admitted patient emergency department care NMDS 2024–25

Non-admitted patient NBEDS 2024–25

Implementation start date: 01/07/2024

Implementation end date: 30/06/2025
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https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/RegistrationAuthority/12
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/healthcare-identifiers-service-health-professionals
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775778
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775630
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775632
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775780
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775634
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775643
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/775784


Comments: The IHI is an Australian Government digital health initiative and supports the
accurate retrieval, discovery and recording of an individual's electronic health
information, as part of the delivery of healthcare in Australia.

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Independent Health and Aged Care Pricing Authority

Steward: Independent Health and Aged Care Pricing Authority

Relational attributes

Related metadata
references:

Supersedes Individual Healthcare Identifier NBEDS 2023-24
        Health, Superseded 06/12/2023

See also Activity based funding: Mental health care NBEDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

See also Admitted patient care NBEDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

See also Admitted patient care NMDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

See also Admitted subacute and non-acute hospital care NBEDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

See also Emergency service care NBEDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

See also Non-admitted patient emergency department care NMDS 2024–25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023

Metadata items in this Data Set Specification 

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs

- Identifier—identifier status, Individual Healthcare Identifier number status code N

Conditional obligation:

This data element is only to be reported if the Person—Individual Healthcare
Identifier, N(16) is reported.

Conditional 1

- Identifier—record status, Individual Healthcare Identifier record status code N

Conditional obligation:

This data element is only to be reported if the Person—Individual Healthcare
Identifier, N(16) is reported.

Conditional 1

- Person—Individual Healthcare Identifier, N(16) Mandatory 1
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https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/743464
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/743458
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