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National Hand Hygiene Data Collection
Identifying and definitional attributes

Item type: Data Source

METEOR identifier: 762831

Description: The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC)
established the National Hand Hygiene Initiative (NHHI) in 2008 as part of a suite of
initiatives to prevent and reduce healthcare-associated infections in Australian
healthcare settings. The National Safety and Quality Health Service (NSQHS)
Standards require health service organisations to have a hand hygiene program
consistent with the NHHI and jurisdictional requirements. The NHHI uses a
multimodal approach to improving hand hygiene, which includes:

Promoting the use of alcohol-based hand rub at the point of care
Ensuring standardised hand hygiene and infection prevention and control
education
Monitoring hand hygiene compliance and performance feedback as part of a
quality improvement approach
Identifying targeted opportunities for improving hand hygiene compliance.

Implementation of the NHHI is led by states, territories and health service
organisations (public and private). 

Link to data source: National hand hygiene audit data | Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in
Health Care

Collection and usage attributes

National reporting
arrangement:

Audit data are provided by health service organisations to the ACSQHC. There are
three national audit periods, with two being mandatory and one being voluntary:

1 November to 31 March
1 April to 30 June, and
1 July to 31 October each year.

(NB. Prior to 1 April 2023, all three audit periods were mandatory.) 

After its analysis and reporting of the national dataset, the ACSQHC provides the
data to the AIHW. Transfer of data from the ACSQHC to the AIHW normally occurs
two months after the close of the audit period.

The reference period for this data set is from November 2012 onwards.

Frequency: 2 times a year (minimum)

Implementation start date: 01/11/2012

Source and reference attributes

Data custodian: Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care

Data custodian contact
details:

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Level 5, 255 Elizabeth Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Origin: The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care

Reference documents: Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 2024.
National Hand Hygiene Initiative. Sydney: ACSQHC. Viewed 28 February 2024

ACSQHC 2023. National Hand Hygiene Initiative Implementation Guide. Sydney:
ACSQHC. Viewed 28 February 2024
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https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/nsqhs-standards
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/national-hand-hygiene-initiative/national-audits-and-hhcapp/national-hand-hygiene-audit-data-latest-data-now-available
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/national-hand-hygiene-initiative
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/national-hand-hygiene-initiative-implementation-guide
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