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Prison dischargee NBEDS 2022
Seq
No.

Metadata item METEOR
identifier

Data Type
[Length]

Value & Meaning

1 Prison establishment identifier 626117 Number [3] NNN
A logical combination of numeric characters that identify an entity.

2 Australian state/territory identifier
(establishment)

720081 Number [1] 1 New South Wales
2 Victoria
3 Queensland
4 South Australia
5 Western Australia
6 Tasmania
7 Northern Territory
8 Australian Capital Territory
9 Other territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island and

Jervis Bay Territory)

3 Person identifier 290046 String [20] XXXXXX[X(14)]

A logical combination of valid alphanumeric characters that identify an entity.

4 Letters of name 624484 String [5] XXXXX
A combination of five alphanumeric characters.

5 Expected date of release 482401 Date/Time [8] DDMMYYYY

The day of a particular month and year. 

6 Date of birth 696597 Date/Time [8] 9 Unknown

7 Estimated age 696623 String [2] NN

Total number of completed years.

8 Country of birth 659454 Number [4] NNNN

The Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC 2016) code set
representing a country.

9 Main language spoken at home 746556 String [1] 1 English
2 Other
9 Not stated/inadequately described

10 Sex of a person 741686 String [1] 1 Male
2 Female
3 Another term
9 Not stated/inadequately described
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11 Gender of a person 741842 String [1] 1 Man, or boy, or male
2 Woman, or girl, or female
3 Non-binary
4 Different term
5 Prefer not to answer
9 Not stated/inadequately described

12 Transgender indicator 704413 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

13 Indigenous status 769930 Number [1] 2 Aboriginal
3 Torres Strait Islander
4 Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin
1 Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander origin
9 Not stated/inadequately described

14 Length of time imprisoned 696790 Number [1] 1 1 to 31 days
2 1 to 3 months
3 3 to 6 months

4 6 to 12 months
5 1 to 2 years
6 2 to 5 years
7 More than 5 years
9 Unknown

15 Mode of contact with family, friends and/or
elders

624764 Number [1] 1 No contact
2 Received letters
3 Phone contact
4 Prison visits
9 Unknown

16 Psychological distress cluster 634099   

      1 Type of psychological distress 634032 Number [2] 1 Tired out for no good reason
2 Nervous
3 So nervous that nothing could calm you down
4 Hopeless
5 Restless or fidgety
6 So restless that you could not sit still
7 Depressed
8 Like everything was an effort
9 So sad that nothing could cheer you up
10 Worthless
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Metadata item METEOR
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      2 Frequency of symptoms 634117 Number [1] 1 None of the time
2 A little of the time
3 Some of the time
4 Most of the time
5 All of the time
9 Unknown

      3 Level of psychological distress (K-10 score) 634094 Number [1] 1 Low (score of 10-19)
2 Mild (score of 20-24)
3 Moderate (score of 25-29)
4 Severe (score of 30-50)
9 Not stated/inadequately described

17 Prison dischargee level of worry cluster 635015   

      1 Level of worry related to current
imprisonment

625288 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      2 Level of worry related to upcoming release 625292 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      3 Level of worry related to family or
relationships in the community

625298 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      4 Level of worry related to relationships in
prison

625303 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      5 Level of worry related to mental health
issues

625309 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      6 Level of worry related to physical health
issues

626316 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown
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      7 Level of worry related to alcohol, tobacco
and other drug issues

626330 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

      8 Level of worry related to other issues 626337 Number [1] 1 A lot
2 A little
3 Not at all
9 Unknown

18 Self-harm indicator 626898 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

19 Blow to the head indicator 629132 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

20 Blow to the head symptoms indicator 625760 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

21 Blow to the head still experiencing symptoms
indicator

626053 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

22 Physical assault indicator 626060 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

23 Sexual assault indicator 625775 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
3 Wish to not answer
9 Unknown

24 Accident or injury requiring a doctor or nurse
indicator

626065 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown
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25 Hours of physical activity 765783 Number [2] 1 0 to 1 hours
2 1 to 2 hours
3 2 to 4 hours
4 4 to 6 hours
5 6 to 8 hours
6 8 to 10 hours
7 10 to 12 hours
8 More than 12 hours
99 Unknown

26 Weight change 625779 Number [1] 1 Weight decreased
2 Weight stayed about the same
3 Weight increased
9 Unknown

27 Intentional weight gain indicator 625787 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

28 Tattoo indicator 625815 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

29 Piercing indicator 629172 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

30 Needle sharing 761974 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No

31 Needle sharing frequency 765799 Number [1] 1 Sometimes
2 Often
3 Always
9 Unknown

32 Substances used illicitly cluster (prison
dischargee)

766090   

      1 Substance used illicitly indicator 624778 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      2 Illicit substance use frequency 766078 Number [1] 1 Never
2 Sometimes
3 Often
4 Very Often
9 Unknown
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      3 Prescribed drug use for non-medical
purposes

766086 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      4 Injecting drug use 629184 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      5 Needle sharing 761974 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No

      6 Needle sharing frequency 765799 Number [1] 1 Sometimes
2 Often
3 Always
9 Unknown

33 Opioid pharmacotherapy treatment program
cluster (dischargee)

696812   

      1 Previous opioid pharmacotherapy treatment
program indicator

696824 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      2 Current opioid pharmacotherapy treatment
program indicator

696821 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      3 Opioid substitution program continuation on
release indicator

624781 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      4 Type of opioid pharmacotherapy treatment 696815 Number [1] 1 Methadone
2 Buprenorphine-naloxone
3 Buprenorphine long-acting injection
4 Buprenorphine
5 Naltrexone

34 Prison dischargee smoking status cluster 760960   

      1 Current smoking status 631318 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

      2 Tobacco smoking status prior to
imprisonment indicator

625832 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown
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      3 Change in tobacco consumption since
imprisonment indicator

625850 Number [1] 1 More
2 Less
3 The same
9 Unknown

      4 Smoking cessation program cluster 767622   

            1 Assistance available to quit smoking 767624 Number [1] 1 Phone call access to the Quitline
2 Discussions with a doctor/nurse to help quit
3 Nicotine replacement therapy (patches, gum, inhaler, etc.)
4 Smoking cessation pills ( e.g., Zyban or Champix)
5 Brochures/reading materials
6 Other counselling/support
7 None of the above
8 Didn't want help
9 Unknown

            2 Assistance used to quit smoking 767626 Number [1] 1 Phone call access to the Quitline
2 Discussions with a doctor/nurse to help quit
3 Nicotine replacement therapy (patches, gum, inhaler, etc.)
4 Smoking cessation pills ( e.g., Zyban or Champix)
5 Brochures/reading materials
6 Other counselling/support
7 None of the above
8 Didn't want help
9 Unknown

      5 Plan to continue smoking after release
indicator

625853 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
3 Maybe
9 Unknown

35 Alcohol consumption in prison indicator 631423 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

36 Alcohol treatment program participation
indicator

631426 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

37 Prison health assessment indicator 624992 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

38 Referral or appointment for further care
indicator

624990 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown
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39 Type of health-care professional referred to in
prison

698236 Number [1] 1 General Practitioner (Doctor/GP), Resident medical officer
2 Registered nurse
3 Alcohol and drug counsellor
4 Indigenous health worker
5 Dentist/Dental specialist
6 Psychologist
7 Psychiatrist
8 Social worker
9 Mental health nurse/Mental health team
10 Physiotherapist
11 Medical imaging professional
99 Other
999 Unknown

40 Wanted to see health professional indicator 766118 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No

41 Ease of access to medical practitioners
indicator

629216 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

42 Ease of access to nurses indicator 629218 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

43 Nutritional value of diet rating 766123 Number [1] 1 Excellent
2 Very good
3 Good
4 Fair
5 Poor
9 Unknown

44 Prison clinic visit indicator 625033 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

45 Reason for non-utilisation of prison clinic 762018 Number [1] 1 Cultural/language problems/discrimination
2 Waiting time too long

3 Felt at the time I didn't need/want to
4 I was refused access to the clinic
5 Other
9 Unknown
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46 Type of health-care professional consulted 776546 Number [1] 1 General Practitioner (Doctor/GP)
2 Resident medical officer
3 Registered nurse
4 Alcohol and drug counsellor
5 Indigenous health worker
6 Dentist/Dental specialist
7 Psychologist
8 Psychiatrist
9 Social worker
10 Mental health nurse/Mental health team
11 Physiotherapist
12 Medical imaging professional
99 Other
999 Unknown

47 Satisfaction with information from prison clinic 625071 Number [1] 1 Complete satisfaction
2 Somewhat satisfied
3 Not satisfied
4 Did not want to receive information
9 Unknown

48 Understanding of answers to questions at
prison clinic

625095 Number [1] 1 Complete understanding
2 Somewhat understood
3 Not understood
4 Did not ask questions
9 Unknown

49 Involvement in treatment decision 625135 Number [1] 1 Complete involvement
2 Somewhat involved
3 No involvement
4 Did not want to be involved
9 Unknown

50 Enough time at prison clinic 629226 Number [1] 1 Always
2 Most of the time
3 Sometimes
4 Rarely
5 Never
9 Unknown

Seq
No.

Metadata item METEOR
identifier

Data Type
[Length]

Value & Meaning

Metadata 760891 Page 11 of 17 Downloaded 16-Jul-2024

https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/776546
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/625071
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/625095
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/625135
https://meteor.aihw.gov.au/content/629226


51 Rating of quality of health care received at
prison clinic

629389 Number [1] 1 Excellent
2 Good
3 Neither good nor poor
4 Poor
5 Very poor
9 Unknown

52 Appointment outside of prison indicator 624928 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

53 Type of health condition diagnosed prior to
imprisonment

762035 String [2] 01 Diabetes
02 Psychological/mental health condition
03 Skin condition (excluding cancer and communicable diseases)
04 Alcohol or drug use problems
05 Musculoskeletal injury
06 Musculoskeletal condition (excluding arthritis, injury or cancer)
07 Cardiovascular disease
08 Respiratory condition (excluding asthma or cancer)
09 Communicable disease
10 Dental issues
11 Digestive condition
12 Asthma
13 Sensory conditions (including ear and eye conditions)
14 Neurological conditions
15 Malignancy/cancer
16 Arthritis
17 Women's health conditions
18 Have not been diagnosed with any health condition
88 Other
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54 Type of health condition diagnosed during
imprisonment

762041 String [2] 01 Diabetes
02 Psychological/mental health condition
03 Skin condition (excluding cancer and communicable diseases)
04 Alcohol or drug use problems
05 Musculoskeletal injury
06 Musculoskeletal condition (excluding arthritis, injury or cancer)
07 Cardiovascular disease
08 Respiratory condition (excluding asthma or cancer)
09 Communicable disease
10 Dental issues
11 Digestive condition
12 Asthma
13 Sensory conditions (including ear and eye conditions)
14 Neurological conditions
15 Malignancy/cancer
16 Arthritis
17 Women's health conditions
18 Have not been diagnosed with any health condition
88 Other

55 Hepatitis C test indicator 697637 Boolean [1] 1 Yes, tested positive
2 Yes, tested negative
3 Yes, don't know the results
4 No
8 Unknown

56 Education qualification cluster 767815   

      1 Education qualification whilst in prison
indicator

698286 Number [2] 1 Yes
2 No
99 Unknown

      2 Type of qualification started during
imprisonment

767882 Number [1] 1 Secondary schooling
2 Certificate I
3 Certificate II
4 Certificate III
5 Certificate IV
6 Diploma
7 Bachelor Degree
8 Post graduate qualification
9 Unknown
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      3 Type of qualification completed during
imprisonment

767884 Number [1] 1 Secondary schooling
2 Certificate I
3 Certificate II
4 Certificate III
5 Certificate IV
6 Diploma
7 Bachelor Degree
8 Post graduate qualification
9 Unknown

57 Self-assessed physical health status 625924 Number [1] 1 Excellent
2 Very good
3 Good
4 Fair
5 Poor
9 Unknown

58 Self-assessed mental health status 625897 Number [1] 1 Excellent
2 Very good
3 Good
4 Fair
5 Poor
9 Unknown

59 Extent of physical health change since
imprisonment

624870 Number [1] 1 A lot better
2 A little better
3 Stayed the same
4 A little worse
5 A lot worse
9 Unknown

60 Extent of mental health change since
imprisonment

626374 Number [1] 1 A lot better
2 A little better
3 Stayed the same
4 A little worse
5 A lot worse
9 Unknown

61 Expected sleeping arrangement on first night of
release

697892 Number [1] 1 Sleeping on the streets, park, cars or railway carriages
2 Sleeping in short-term or emergency accommodation, couch

surfing, or living temporarily with friends or relatives
3 Sleeping in own accommodation/rental agreement and named on

the lease or mortgage
9 Don't know
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62 Paid employment within two weeks of release
indicator

767897 Number [1] 1 Yes, full-time work employment
2 Yes, part-time work or casual work employment
3 Yes, casual/contract employment
4 No
9 Unknown

63 Type of Centrelink payment on prison release 625184 Number [1] 1 Income support including disability support
2 Crisis payment (single payment)
3 Both income support and crisis payment
9 Unknown

64 Medicare card available on release indicator 791541 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No
3 Don't know

65 Continuation of prescription medication on
release

762112 Number [1] 1 Yes, will continue medication
2 No, will not continue medication
3 Not currently on medication
9 Don't know

66 Type of health professional or service referred
to on release

767905 Number [1] 1 Medical practitioner (Doctor/GP)
2 Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS)
3 Community mental health service
4 Alcohol and drug treatment or counselling service
5 Pharmacist/Opioid Substitution Treatment (OST) Provider
6 Other
7 None of the above
9 Unknown

67 Level of preparedness for release 697903 Number [1] 1 Very prepared
2 Prepared
3 Unprepared
4 Very unprepared
9 Don't know

68 Cervical screening indicator 697306 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

69 Mammogram indicator 766597 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

70 Culturally appropriate health care in prison
indicator

697910 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown
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71 Aboriginal primary health care service
consultation type

766619 Number [1] 1 Health care
2 Social and emotional wellbeing (SEWB)
3 Alcohol and other drugs
4 Quitting smoking
5 Housing support
6 Child, family or community services
7 Access to legal support
8 None of the above

72 COVID-19 test indicator 766624 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

73 COVID-19 test result 768155 Number [1] 1 Positive
2 Negative
3 Unsure
9 Unknown

74 Person quarantined indicator 768165 Number [1] 1 Yes
2 No
9 Unknown

75 Vaccination offered indicator 768172 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No

76 Vaccinated against COVID-19 indicator 768231 Boolean [1] 1 Yes
2 No

77 Main reason for not receiving a COVID-19
vaccine

768246 Number [1] 1 Health condition prevents me from receiving the vaccine
2 Not concerned about catching COVID-19
3 Concerned about vaccine side-effects
4 Undecided on whether I want to be vaccinated
5 Unable to access vaccine
8 Other

78 Number of COVID-19 vaccine doses received 768206 Number [1] 0 0 doses
1 1 dose
2 2 doses
3 3 doses
4 4 or more doses
8 Unsure
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79 Type of service impacted 768214 Number [1] 1 Accommodation
2 Education
3 Employment
4 Health services
5 No impact on service access
8 Other
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