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Australian Teacher Workforce Data (ATWD)
Collection DSS 2018–
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Set Specification

METEOR identifier: 757554

Registration status: Australian Teacher Workforce Data Oversight Board, Standard 30/08/2022

DSS type: Data Set Specification (DSS)

Scope: The Australian Teacher Workforce Data (ATWD) collection is a repository of
several data sets from a range of data providers, containing data from across the
lifecycle of teacher training and teaching career. The objective of the ATWD is to
build a national picture of the teaching profession. 

The components of the collection are:

1. Data from the Australian Government’s Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI). This comprises information on students in all higher education programmes
for all initial teacher education (ITE), also known as pre-service teacher training, in
Australia. 

2. Data from Australian state and territory teacher regulatory authorities (TRAs).
This comprises information on the registered teacher workforce. The TRAs are the
bodies responsible for teacher registration in Australia and provide important
workforce registration information that covers all teachers across all sectors, states
and territories. 

3. Data from the Australian Government’s Quality Indicators for Learning and
Teaching (QILT) surveys. This includes information on student experience, graduate
outcomes, and employer satisfaction for ITE students.

4. Data from the ATWD teacher survey. This is a voluntary self-report questionnaire
comprising questions regarding employment arrangements, working hours, time
spent on face-to-face teaching and non-teaching tasks, and intentions to remain in
the profession.

Note: The current metadata available for the ATWD Collection include
specifications from the Initial Teacher Education (ITE) and teacher registration
components. Metadata for ATWD Reporting, QILT survey and ATWD Teacher
survey will gradually be added to the data set specification over time.

Collection and usage attributes

Statistical unit: As there are several dimensions to the data collected, there are three statistical
units: Person, education provider, registered teacher. Each statistical unit is
specified where appropriate in the relevant cluster.

 

Guide for use: The Australian Teacher Workforce Data (ATWD) initiative is building the evidence
base that will inform the future of the teaching profession. By connecting initial
teacher education data and teacher workforce data from across Australia, the
ATWD is providing nationally consistent data on subjects like how many teachers
we have, how many graduates get jobs, the types of contracts teachers are
employed under, teacher career paths and experiences, and how many teachers
are entering and leaving the profession.

These insights will identify how to better support teachers and their wellbeing, and
ensure teachers in schools and early childhood settings can deliver quality learning
to everyone.
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Collection methods: The ATWD initiative is a national project developed as part of the national initial
teacher education reforms and is jointly funded by the Australian Government and
all state and territory governments. 

Data for the ATWD is collected annually, and represents the most recent calendar
year.

 

Implementation start date: 01/07/2018

Comments: The ATWD is governed by the Australian Education Senior Officials Committee
(AESOC) through the ATWD Oversight Board, which consists of representatives
from Commonwealth, state and territory governments, the non-government school
sector, teacher regulatory authorities, initial teacher education providers, and
Australian Institute of Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL.) 

Glossary items

Glossary terms that are relevant to this data set specification include:

Disability

Gender

Geographic indicator

Registered teacher

Sex

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Reference documents: Australian Institute of Teaching and School Leadership 2017. Australian Teacher
Workforce Data, Melbourne. Viewed 21 July 2022.
www.aitsl.edu.au/research/australian-teacher-workforce-data. 

Relational attributes

Metadata items in this Data Set Specification 

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs

1 Initial Teacher Education (ITE) data cluster Mandatory 99

      1 Data extract—reference period, date YYYY

DSS specific information:

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Reference Year, Canberra. Viewed 10 August 2022. 
www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/550

Mandatory 1
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      2 Address—suburb/town/locality name, text X[X(47)]

DSS specific information:

This metadata item is used to collect the following suburb address items
from the Tertiary Collection of Student Information (TCSI): 

First residential address suburb

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): First residential address suburb, Canberra. Viewed 10 August
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/789

Residential address suburb

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Residential address suburb, Canberra. Viewed 10 August 2022.
www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/469

Mandatory 2

      3 Address—Australian state/territory identifier, code AA[A]

DSS specific information:

This metadata item is used to collect the following state/territory address
items from the Tertiary Collection of Student Information (TCSI): 

Residential address state

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Residential address state, Canberra. Viewed 10 August 2022. 
www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/470

First residential address state

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): First residential address state, Canberra. Viewed 10 August
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/791

Mandatory 2

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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      4 Address—Australian postcode, code (Postcode datafile) NNNN

DSS specific information:

Where no postcode information is available, the coded value will be
'0000'.  

This metadata item is used to collect the following postcode address
items from the Tertiary Collection of Student Information (TCSI): 

First residential address postcode

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): First residential address postcode, Canberra. Viewed 10 August
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/790

Residential address postcode

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Residential address postcode, Canberra. Viewed 10 August
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/320

Term address postcode

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Term address postcode, Canberra. Viewed 10 August 2022.
www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/319

 

Mandatory 3

      5 Person—date of birth, YYYY-MM-DD

DSS specific information:

Where date of birth cannot be provided, report ‘1901-01-01’.

Origin:

Australian Government 2021, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
(TCSI): Australian Tertiary Admission Rank , Canberra. Viewed 10 August
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/314.

Mandatory 1

      6 Person—gender, Tertiary Collection of Student Information code X Mandatory 1

      7 Person—Indigenous status, Tertiary Collection of Student Information code N Mandatory 1

      8 Person—country of birth, code (SACC 2016) NNNN Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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      9 Person—disability type, Tertiary Collection of Student Information disability
code NN

Conditional obligation:

Conditional on a student/person indicating that they have a disability.

DSS specific information:

Prior to 2021, an alternative disability indicator code was used. For more
information refer to expired code e386:

Australian Government 2022. Tertiary collection of student information:
Disability. Canberra. Viewed 12 September 2022. www.tcsisupport.gov
.au/element/386

Conditional 1

      10 Person—commencing student indicator, yes/no code N Mandatory 1

      11 Person—full time student indicator, yes/no code N

DSS specific information:

Higher Education only

For Higher Degree Research (HDR) students, classification of type of
attendance is based on the student’s own assessment not the student
load.

For aggregated award completions, the code to be assigned for types of
attendance relates to the students final year of study activity.

The department calculates attendance type for Open Universities
Australia (OUA) and non-HDR higher education students using the
students’ reported load.

VET only

VET providers are to report the code that best reflects the student’s
attendance while undertaking the course.

Mandatory 1

      12 Person—basis for course admission, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
code NN

Mandatory 1

      13 Person—higher education admission rank, Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
N[N]{.NN}

DSS specific information:

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) has been included in the
ATWD since 2021. Prior to this, Tertiary entrance score was collected.
For more information refer to expired code e369:

Australian Government 2022. Tertiary collection of student information:
Tertiary entrance score, Canberra. Viewed 12 September
2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/369

Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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      14 Person—highest level of educational attainment, code (ASCED 2001) NNN

DSS specific information:

Prior to 2021, Highest educational participation prior to commencement
was collected. For more information refer to expired code e493:

Australian Government 2022. Tertiary collection of student information:
Highest educational participation prior to commencement. Canberra.
Viewed 12 September 2022. www.tcsisupport.gov.au/element/493

 

Mandatory 1

      15 Course of study—course completion date, YYYY

DSS specific information:

In the Initial Teacher Education (ITE) data cluster, this data element
collects the year a student completed their higher education initial teacher
education (ITE) course.

Mandatory 1

      16 Education provider—organisation identifier, higher education provider code
NNNN

Mandatory 1

      17 Course of study components cluster Mandatory 99

            1 Course of study—course identifier, text X[X(9)] Mandatory 1

            2 Course of study—course name, text X[X(209)] Mandatory 1

            3 Course of study—course type, higher and vocational education code NN Mandatory 1

            4 Course of study—primary field of education, Tertiary Collection of Student
Information code N[N(5)]

Mandatory 1

            5 Course of study—study load, equivalent full-time student load unit N{.N} Mandatory 1

            6 Course of study—course type, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
special code NN

Mandatory 1

            7 Course of study—supplementary field of education, Tertiary Collection of
Student Information code N[N(5)]

Conditional obligation:

Conditional on whether the course of study contains a supplementary
field of education.

Conditional 99

      18 Unit of study components cluster Mandatory 99

            1 Unit of study—identifier, code X[X(11)] Mandatory 1

            2 Unit of study—primary field of education, Tertiary Collection of Student
Information discipline code NNNNNN

Mandatory 1

            3 Unit of study—study load, equivalent full-time student load value N.N[N(8)] Mandatory 1

            4 Unit of study—census date, YYYY-MM-DD Mandatory 1

            5 Unit of study—completion status, Tertiary Collection of Student Information
code N

Mandatory 1

      19 Person—citizenship status, Tertiary Collection of Student Information code N Mandatory 1

      20 Person—student funding status, Tertiary Collection of Student Information loan
status code NNN

Mandatory 1

      21 Person—mode of attendance, Tertiary Collection of Student Information course
code N

Mandatory 1

2 Teacher Registration data cluster Mandatory 99

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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      1 Person—date of birth, DDMMYYYY

DSS specific information:

This collection requires a non-standard format for this data item:
DD/MM/YYYY. 

Year (YYYY) must be greater than 1900. 

Mandatory 1

      2 Person—gender, teacher registration code N[N] Mandatory 1

      3 Person—Indigenous status, teacher registration code N Mandatory 1

      4 Address—Australian postcode, code (Postcode datafile) NNNN

DSS specific information:

This item is collected twice — residential address postcode and postal
address postcode of a teacher. 

Mandatory 2

      5 Address—Australian state/territory identifier, code N

DSS specific information:

This item is collected twice — residential address state/territory and
postal address state/territory of a teacher. 

Mandatory 2

      6 Person—professional registration status, teacher code N[N] Mandatory 1

      7 Person—professional registration activity status, teacher code N[N] Mandatory 1

      8 Person—professional registration in another jurisdiction indicator, teacher
state/territory code N[N]

Mandatory 1

      9 Person—registration start date, DDMMYYYY

DSS specific information:

This collection requires a non-standard format for this data item:
DD/MM/YYYY. 

In the Teacher Registration data cluster, this element collects the date
from which a person's accreditation level/registration to be a registered
teacher takes effect.

The Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) register allows teachers to have
dual registration. For example, a person may have dual registration as a
teacher and early childhood teacher. Therefore, the earliest registration
date of the initial registration is provided for this element. 

Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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