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Collection occasion—measure completion status,
mental health code N
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Element

Short name: Measure completion status

METEOR identifier: 743587

Registration status: Health, Standard 09/12/2022

Definition: A description of the degree to which a self-report mental health measure has been
completed on a collection occasion, as represented by a code.

Data Element Concept: Collection occasion—measure completion status

Value Domain: Mental health measure completion status code N

Value domain attributes

Representational attributes

Representation class: Code

Data type: String

Format: N

Maximum character length: 1

 Value Meaning
Permissible values: 1 Complete or partially complete

 2 Not completed due to temporary contraindication

 3 Not completed due to general exclusion

 4 Not completed due to refusal by patient or client

Supplementary values: 7 Not completed for reasons not elsewhere classified

 9
 

Not stated / Missing
 

Collection and usage attributes
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Guide for use: In general, all consumers should be asked to complete self–report measures at
specified collection occasions. However, due to the nature and severity of their
mental health or other problems, it is likely that some consumers should never be
asked to complete self–report measures, others may not be able to complete the
self–report measures at the scheduled occasion, whilst still others may sometimes
find completion of the self–report measures to be difficult or stressful. 

In all cases, clinical judgement as to the appropriateness of inviting the consumer to
complete the measures should be the determining factor at any given Collection
occasions. Where collection of consumer self–report measures is contraindicated,
the reasons should be recorded.

CODE 1     Complete or partially complete

This code is used to describe full or partial completion of a measure. All parts of
any attempted completion should be recorded.

CODE 2     Not completed due to temporary contraindication

This code should be used when temporary contraindications apply. Under certain
conditions, a consumer (or in the case of the Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire (SDQ) a parent) may not be able to complete the measure at a
specific collection occasion. Circumstances where it may be appropriate to refrain
from inviting the person to complete the measure include:

where the consumer’s current clinical state is of sufficient severity to make it
unlikely that their responses to a self–report questionnaire could be obtained,
or that if their responses were obtained it would be unlikely that they were a
reasonable indication of person’s feelings and thoughts about their current
emotional and behavioural problems and wellbeing;
where an invitation to complete the measures is likely to be experienced as
distressing or require a level of concentration and effort the person feels
unable to give; or
where consumers or parents in crisis are too distressed to complete the
measure.

In many cases, the severity of the person’s clinical state and the degree of family
distress experienced will diminish with appropriate treatment and care. It is
suggested that, if within a period of up to seven days following the collection
occasion in an ambulatory care setting the consumer (or parent) is likely to be able
to complete the measure then their responses should be sought at that time.
Otherwise, no further attempt to administer the measure at that collection occasion
should be made.

CODE 3     Not completed due to general exclusion

This code should be used when general exclusions apply. Some persons may not
be able to complete the measures at any time and should not be asked to do so. A
definitive list of circumstances in which a general exclusion applies cannot be
specified but, broadly, it would include situations where:

the person’s cognitive functioning is insufficient to enable understanding of
the task as a result of an organic mental disorder or an intellectual disability;
cultural, language and/or literacy issues make the measures inappropriate.

CODE 4     Not completed due to refusal by patient or client

This code should be used where the consumer (patient, carer or client) is able to
complete the measure and has not been temporarily or generally excluded from
doing so, but chooses not to. 

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Data element attributes 

Metadata 743587 Page 3 of 5 Downloaded 26-Apr-2024



Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Relational attributes

Related metadata
references:

See also K10 Screening Scale for Psychological Distress last 4 weeks cluster
        Health, Standard 09/12/2022

See also Person—self-assessed mental health status, BASIS-32 score code N
        Health, Standard 09/12/2022

See also Person—self-assessed mental health status, MHI-38 score code N
        Health, Standard 09/12/2022

See also Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire cluster
        Health, Standard 09/12/2022

Implementation in Data Set
Specifications:

National Outcomes and Casemix Collection NBEDS 2023-24
        Health, Superseded 06/12/2023
Implementation start date: 01/07/2023
Implementation end date: 30/06/2024
Conditional obligation:

Use of this data element is conditional on the measure being collected. It should be
used concurrently with collection of the following measures:

Behavior and Symptom Identification Scale (BASIS-32) Person—Behavior
and Symptom Identification Scale rating, 5-point difficulty rating scale code N
Mental Health Inventory (MHI-38) Person—self-assessed mental health
status, score code N
Kessler Psychological Distress Scale (K10) Person—self-assessed mental
health status, symptom frequency scale code N 
Kessler Psychological Distress Scale (K10+) Kessler Psychological Distress
Scale (last 4 weeks) cluster
Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire cluster

For more information on setting, occasion, or age groups, see the Mental Health
National Outcomes and Casemix Collection, Technical specification of State and
Territory reporting requirements https://docs.validator.com.au/nocc/02.10/
(Australian Mental Health Outcomes and Classifications Network, 2022).

National Outcomes and Casemix Collection NBEDS 2024-25
        Health, Standard 06/12/2023
Implementation start date: 01/07/2024
Implementation end date: 30/06/2025
Conditional obligation:

Use of this data element is conditional on the measure being collected. It should be
used concurrently with collection of the following measures:

Behavior and Symptom Identification Scale (BASIS-32) Person—Behavior
and Symptom Identification Scale rating, 5-point difficulty rating scale code N
Mental Health Inventory (MHI-38) Person—self-assessed mental health
status, score code N
Kessler Psychological Distress Scale (K10) Person—self-assessed mental
health status, symptom frequency scale code N 
Kessler Psychological Distress Scale (K10+) Kessler Psychological Distress
Scale (last 4 weeks) cluster
Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire cluster

For more information on setting, occasion, or age groups, see the Mental Health
National Outcomes and Casemix Collection, Technical specification of State and
Territory reporting requirements https://docs.validator.com.au/nocc/02.10/
(Australian Mental Health Outcomes and Classifications Network, 2022).
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