
Mental illness prevention
Exported from METEOR (AIHW's Metadata Online Registry)

© Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2024

This product, excluding the AIHW logo, Commonwealth Coat of Arms and any material owned by a third party or protected by a
trademark, has been released under a Creative Commons BY 4.0 (CC BY 4.0) licence. Excluded material owned by third
parties may include, for example, design and layout, images obtained under licence from third parties and signatures. We have
made all reasonable efforts to identify and label material owned by third parties.

You may distribute, remix and build on this website’s material but must attribute the AIHW as the copyright holder, in line with our
attribution policy. The full terms and conditions of this licence are available at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Enquiries relating to copyright should be addressed to info@aihw.gov.au.

Enquiries or comments on the METEOR metadata or download should be directed to the METEOR team at
meteor@aihw.gov.au.

Metadata 721785 Page 1 of 2 Downloaded 03-May-2024



Mental illness prevention
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Glossary Item

METEOR identifier: 721785

Registration status: Health, Standard 16/01/2020

Definition: Mental illness prevention includes services that work to prevent the onset of mental
disorders, in order to reduce the incidence and prevalence of mental illness in the
community. Mental illness prevention activities are directed at reducing known risk
factors and/or preventing people that display early signs of mental illness from
developing a diagnosable mental illness. These activities can be either population-
wide or targeted at vulnerable segments of the community.

In contrast to Mental health promotion, which seeks to enhance the population's
mental health, Mental illness prevention aims to prevent the development of mental
illness.

Context: Mental health non-government organisation establishments service type taxonomy.

Collection and usage attributes

Guide for use: Distinguishing features:

Population-based
Vulnerable segments of the community
Typically long-term activities

Inclusions:

Mental illness prevention activities

Exclusions:

Mental health promotion activities (these are reported under Mental health
promotion)

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Relational attributes

Related metadata
references:

Supersedes Mental illness prevention
        Health, Superseded 16/01/2020

Metadata items which use
this glossary item:

Mental health non-government organisation payments cluster
        Health, Standard 16/01/2020

Mental health promotion
        Health, Standard 16/01/2020
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