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Individual service provider—occupation, code
(ANZSCO 2013 Version 1.2) N[NNN]{NN}
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Element

Short name: Provider occupation (ANZSCO 2013 Version 1.2)

Synonymous names: Healthcare provider profession

METEOR identifier: 523811

Registration status: Health, Standard 05/10/2016

Definition: A healthcare occupation in which an individual service provider is practising, as
represented by a code.

Data Element Concept: Individual service provider—occupation

Value Domain: Occupation code (ANZSCO 2013 Version 1.2) N[NNN]{NN}

Value domain attributes

Representational attributes

Classification scheme: Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations, 2013,
Version 1.2

Representation class: Code

Data type: Number

Format: N[NNN]{NN}

Maximum character length: 6

Data element attributes 

Collection and usage attributes

Guide for use: An individual service provider's occupation can be listed at any level of
occupation specificity, as defined in the ANZSCO 2013 Version 1.2. This is
particularly so for those professionals who access the clinical record and whose
access and use of records requires that they be identified to support legal and
privacy requirements of good record keeping.

Examples of healthcare occupations include acupuncturist, anaesthetist and
physiotherapist.

Collection methods: Multiple instances of healthcare occupation may be collected where the individual
provides a substantial number of services in more than one category. For example,
a dentist who is also a medical practitioner may practice as both.

Record as many as applicable.

Accurate data are best achieved using computer assisted coding. A computer
assisted coding system is available from the Australian Bureau of Statistics to
assist in coding occupational data to ANZSCO codes.

Data coded at the 4-digit and 6-digit level will provide more detailed information
than that collected at the higher levels and may be more useful. However, the level
at which data are coded and reported will depend on the purpose of collecting this
information.
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Comments: ANZSCO defines ‘occupation’ as ‘a set of jobs with similar sets of tasks’.
Operationally, this is defined as ‘a collection of jobs which are sufficiently similar in
their main tasks to be grouped together for purposes of the classification’. Job is
defined as ‘a set of tasks designed to be performed by one individual for a wage or
salary’.

The Australasian College of Health Informatics, the Health Information Management
Association of Australia, the Health Informatics Society of Australia and the
Australian Library and Information Association have jointly endorsed
nomenclatures, role descriptors and provider codes for the health information
workforce. These codes are not currently included in the Australian Bureau of
Statistics’ ANZSCO codes. For further information on these codes refer to the
Australasian College of Health Informatics (ACHI) website.

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Reference documents: Standards Australia 2014. AS 4846:2014 Person and provider identification in
healthcare. Sydney: Standards Australia.

ACHI (The Australasian College of Health Informatics) 2016. ACHI, HIMAA, HISA &
ALIA ANZSCO Health Informatics Professional categories. Viewed 1 July 2016,
http://www.achi.org.au/docs/ANZSCO-Categories-ACHI-HIMAA-HISA-ALIA.pdf.

Relational attributes

Related metadata
references:

Supersedes Individual service provider—occupation (self-identified), code
(ANZSCO 1st edition) N[NNN]{NN}

Community Services (retired), Superseded 01/10/2013
Health, Superseded 05/10/2016

See also Individual service provider—occupation (self-identified), code (ANZSCO
2013 Version 1.2) N[NNN]{NN}

Community Services (retired), Standard 01/10/2013

Implementation in Data Set
Specifications:

Healthcare identification occupation cluster
Health, Standard 05/10/2016
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