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Data Element Cluster

Scope:

These data elements are used together to assess the functional status of a person
across a range of life areas, leading to a classification of 'Activity limitation' under
the Standardised disability flag .
The activity and participation need for assistance cluster combines the two data
elements:
Person—activity and participation life area, disability flag code N and

Person—need for assistance with activities in a life area, disability flag code N, to
complete the following matrix:
Always/sometimes Have difficulty, Don't have
Have
need help and/or but don't need difficulty,
no
supervision
help/supervision but use
difficulty
aids/equipment/
medications
Self-care
Mobility
Communication
Learning and
applying
knowledge
Managing
things around
the home
Managing
tasks and
handling
situations
Personal
relationships
Community life
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Guide for use:

The data elements in this cluster are collected to help assess access to and use of
mainstream services by people with varying levels of support need. It is the
respondent’s perception about whether a long-term health condition or disability
restricts their everyday activities that is important.
It is expected that for children aged 5–14 years, the items in this cluster would be
collected from a proxy (parent/guardian/teacher answering on the child's behalf).

Collection methods:

This data cluster is designed for the whole mainstream population and should be
used to collect information from the respondent or a proxy/carer answering on their
behalf. Note that all people, both adults and children, are in scope for the
Standardised Disability Flag questions. The cluster is seeking to identify the extent
to which, due to a long-term health condition or disability, a respondent cannot
undertake everyday activities that other people in a similar age group would
normally be able to carry out. Explain to the respondent that the question is asked in
the context of a long-term health condition or disability that has lasted, or is
expected to last, 6 months or more. The responses are phrased in response to the
question 'For each of the following activities, do you need help/supervision, have
difficulty, or use aids/equipment/medications? (choose one answer for each row)'.
Also required is the following standard preamble to the question:
The next question is about whether a long-term health condition or
disability restricts your everyday activities.
A long-term health condition is one that has lasted, or is expected to
last, 6 months or more.
Examples of long-term health conditions that might restrict your
everyday activities include severe asthma, epilepsy, mental health
condition, hearing loss, arthritis, depression, autism, kidney disease,
chronic pain, speech impairment, stroke.
Disability is a general term that covers:
impairments in body structures or functions (for example, loss or
abnormality of a body part)
limitations in everyday activities (such as difficulty bathing or
managing daily routines)
restrictions in participation in life situations (such as needing
special arrangements to attend work).
Note that:
A long-term health condition or disability does not have to be medically
diagnosed—it should be self-reported from the perspective of the respondent
or a proxy/carer answering on their behalf. For example, the service worker
may presume that the respondent is experiencing difficulty but the respondent
may have found ways of overcoming their limitations and report that they have
no difficulty. Alternatively, the respondent may be experiencing difficulties that
are not readily apparent to the worker.
Pregnancy is not considered to be a disability or long-term health condition
although it lasts more than 6 months. If a respondent has developed an
adverse health condition as a result of their pregnancy which has lasted, or is
expected to last, 6 months or more, then the respondent should report any
restrictions that arise from having this long-term health condition.
Clients, including children, who do not have any limitations due to a long-term
health condition or disability should be recorded as ‘Have no difficulty’. It is
important to collect data on every client so that the proportion of clients who
have a restriction due to long-term health condition or disability can be
measured.
Children should be assessed on the basis of their age and appropriateness
of activities that other children in a similar age group would normally be able
to carry out.
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Relational attributes
Related metadata
references:

See also Activity and participation need for assistance cluster (disability flag
prisoner health)
Health, Standard 28/04/2016

Implementation in Data Set
Specifications:

Standardised disability flag module
Community Services (retired), Standard 19/09/2013
Disability, Standard 13/08/2015
DSS specific information:
The Activity and participation need for assistance cluster (standardised disability
flag) collects information through a functional/needs assessment approach
Assistance with activities (Standardised Disability Flag) across specified activity
and participation life areas Activity and participation life area (Standardised
Disability Flag).

Metadata items in this Data Set Specification

Seq
No.

Metadata item

Obligation Max
occurs

-

Person—activity and participation life area, disability flag code N

Mandatory 1

-

Person—need for assistance with activities in a life area, disability flag code Mandatory 1
N

Metadata 505770

Page 3 of 4

Downloaded 08-Dec-2022

© Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2015–2022
This product, excluding the AIHW logo, Commonwealth Coat of Arms and any material owned by a third party or protected by a
trademark, has been released under a Creative Commons BY 3.0 (CC BY 3.0) licence. Excluded material owned by third
parties may include, for example, design and layout, images obtained under licence from third parties and signatures. We have
made all reasonable efforts to identify and label material owned by third parties.
You may distribute, remix and build upon this work. However, you must attribute the AIHW as the copyright holder of the work in
compliance with our attribution policy available at www.aihw.gov.au/copyright. The full terms and conditions of this licence are
available at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by3.0/au/.
Enquiries relating to copyright should be addressed to the Head of the Communications, Media and Marketing Unit, Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare, GPO Box 570, Canberra ACT 2601.

Metadata 505770

Page 4 of 4

Downloaded 08-Dec-2022

