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Safety in out-of-home care (Safety) DSS Pilot 2010

Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Set Specification

METEOR identifier: 433772

Registration status: Community Services (retired), Recorded 19/08/2011

DSS type: Data Set Specification (DSS)

Scope: The Safety in out-of-home care Data Set Specification (DSS) describes data for

each child in at least one funded out-of-home care placement in the reference
period, and whether they were the subject of a substantiation where the person
believed responsible was living in the household. This information is only reported
for 2008-09 (i.e. historical information from previous years is not collected for this
data set specification.)

Funded out-of-home care placements are defined as out-of-home overnight care
for children aged less than 18 years, where the state makes a financial payment or
where a financial payment has been offered but has been declined by the carer.
This includes placements with relatives (other than parents) where the state makes
a financial payment or where a financial payment has been offered but has been
declined by the carer. It should be noted that children in funded ‘out-of-home care’
include children in both legal and voluntary placements and placements made for
the purpose of providing respite for parents. It does not include placements solely
funded by disability services, psychiatric services, SAAP, juvenile justice facilities,
or overnight child care services.

Abuse and neglect claims within out-of-home care placements are classified as
‘substantiated’ where there is reasonable cause to believe that the child has been,
is being or is likely to be abused or neglected or otherwise harmed. Substantiation
does not necessarily require sufficient evidence for a successful prosecution and
does not imply that treatment or case management was, or is to be, provided.

Collection and usage attributes

Collection methods: Each child that was in at least one funded out-of-home care placement will be a
new line in the file.

Comments: The 2010 unit record collection is a pilot test, therefore the implementation of the
unit record data collection across all jurisdictions has not been finalised. The pilot
testis a non-mandatory data set specification, rather than a national minimum data
set specification, and is subject to change. A final unit record child protection
NMDS will be developed when the results from the pilot/dress rehearsal testing are
obtained and evaluated.

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation:  Performance and Data Working Group

Origin: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) 2010. Child protection and
support services National Minimum Data Set, data collection manual for the 2010
pilot collection. AIHW: Canberra.

Reference documents: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) 2011. Child protection Australia
2009-10. Child welfare series no. 51. Cat. no. CWS 39. Canberra: AIHW.

Relational attributes

Implementation in Data Set Child protection and support services (CPSS) DSS Pilot (2010
Specifications: Community Services (retired), Recorded 19/08/2011
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Metadata items in this Data Set Specification

Seq Metadata item Obligation Max
No. occurs
1 Person—person identifier, child protection NX[X(11) Mandatory 1
2  Child—substantiation whilst in care indicator, yes/no code N Mandatory 1
Child—Iliving in the same household as person believed responsible for abuse, Conditional 1

neglect or risk of harm indicator, code N

Conditional obligation:

This data element is only valid if 'yes' is recorded for Child—substantiation
whilst in care indicator, yes/no code N.

4 Person—substantiation date for an abuse or neglect claim within an out-of-home Conditional 1
care placement, DDMMYYYY

Conditional obligation:

This data element is only valid if 'yes' is recorded for Child—substantiation
whilst in care indicator, yes/no code N.
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