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Juvenile Justice Detention file cluster
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Set Specification

METEOR identifier: 386853

Registration status: Community Services (retired), Standard 14/09/2009 [Non Dictionary]

DSS type: Data Set Specification (DSS)

Scope: The detention file contains information about the periods of detention of young
people under juvenile justice supervision. A detention period relates to the period of
time a young person is detained in a juvenile justice remand or detention centre in
relation to a particular detention type without change in detention centre and without
escaping or absconding.

Collection and usage attributes

Guide for use: The Juvenile Justice Detention file cluster contains the following Data Elements:

Person—person identifier, XXXXXX[X(14)]
Service episode—episode start date, DDMMYYYY
Service episode—episode end date, DDMMYYYY
Service episode—legal order/arrangement type, detention type code N
Service episode—detention end reason code N[N]
Person (address)—suburb/town/locality name, text [A(50)]
Person (address)—Australian postcode, code (Postcode datafile) {NNNN}
Service provider organisation (name)—organisation name, text [X(200)]
Service provider organisation (address)—Australian postcode, code
(Postcode datafile) {NNNN}

Implementation start date: 24/09/2009

Source and reference attributes

Submitting organisation: Australian Youth Justice Administrators (AYJA)

Relational attributes

Related metadata
references:

Has been superseded by Juvenile Justice Detention file cluster
        Youth Justice, Superseded 24/03/2023

Implementation in Data Set
Specifications:

Juvenile Justice NMDS 2009
        Community Services (retired), Standard 14/09/2009
Implementation start date: 01/07/2009

Metadata items in this Data Set Specification 

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs

- Person (address)—Australian postcode, code (Postcode datafile) {NNNN} Mandatory 1
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- Person (address)—suburb/town/locality name, text A[A(49)]

DSS specific information:

Guide for use - Detention file

A Suburb/Town/Locality may be a town, city, suburb or commonly used location
name such as a large agricultural property or Aboriginal community. The name
should be spelt correctly and consistently and should not be a juvenile justice
detention facility.

Enter ‘Unknown’ where the locality name or geographic area is not known.

Enter ‘No fixed address’ where the young person has no fixed address or is
homeless.

Mandatory 1

- Person—person identifier, XXXXXX[X(14)] Mandatory 1

- Service episode—detention end reason, code N[N] Mandatory 1

- Service episode—detention type, code N Mandatory 1

- Service episode—episode end date, DDMMYYYY

DSS specific information:

Guide for use - Detention file

A detention period is the period spent in a particular detention centre for a
particular type of detention (pre-court detention, pre-sentence detention,
sentenced detention). A detention period ends when:

•        the young person is released from detention

•        the young person is transferred to another detention centre

•        the young person is transferred to the custody of another jurisdiction (e.g.
adult corrective services, police custody, interstate)

•        the type of detention changes (pre-court detention, pre-sentence detention,
sentenced detention)

•        the young person escapes from detention or absconds

•        the young person dies.

Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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- Service episode—episode start date, DDMMYYYY

DSS specific information:

Guide for use - Detention file

A detention period is the period spent in a particular detention centre for a
particular type of detention (pre-court detention, pre-sentence detention,
sentenced detention). A detention period starts when:

•        the young person is received into detention

•        the young person is transferred to another detention centre

•        the young person is transferred to the custody of another jurisdiction (e.g.
adult corrective services, police custody, interstate)

•        the type of detention changes (pre-court detention, pre-sentence detention,
sentenced detention)

•        the young person returns to detention following an escape or abscond.

Detention periods may be concurrent where the detention types are different; that
is, the detention start date may be before the detention end date of the previous
order. For example, a young person's period of sentenced detention begins 1
January and ends 1 June. On 1 February, they are placed on remand (pre-
sentence detention) until 10 February. There are two detention periods, a period
of sentenced detention from 1 January to 1 June and a period of pre-sentence
detention from 1 February to 10 February.

Detention periods cannot be concurrent where the detention types are the same.
If the young person in the example above is placed in sentenced detention
following the end of period of remand on 10 February, this is included in the first
period of sentenced detention. 

 

Person
identifier

Detention
start date

Detention
end date

Detention
type

Comment

1 01/01/08 01/06/08 3
(sentenced
detention)

May relate
to multiple
sentenced
detention
orders.

1 01/02/08 10/02/08 2 (pre-
sentence
detention)

Period of
remand
that
begins
and ends
within
period of
sentenced
detention.

1 01/08/08 01/12/08 3
(sentenced
detention)

New
period of
sentenced
detention.

 

Mandatory 1

- Service provider organisation (address)—Australian postcode, code (Postcode
datafile) {NNNN}

Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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- Service provider organisation (name)—organisation name, text X[X(199)]

DSS specific information:

Guide for use - Detention file

This Data Element is used in the Detention file cluster to identify the name of the
juvenile justice remand or detention centre where the young person is detained.

Mandatory 1

Seq
No.

Metadata item Obligation Max
occurs
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