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Person—Commonwealth government payment type,
code N
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Data Element

Short name: Government pension/benefit status

Synonymous names: Government pension/benefit status

METEOR identifier: 380527

Registration status: Community Services (retired), Recorded 16/11/2009

Definition: Whether or not the person is in receipt of an income support payment from the
Commonwealth government in the form of a government pension or benefit.

Context: Information about clients’ receipt of a government pension or benefit is an indicator
of the extent of financial disadvantage among HACC clients. Government
pension/benefit status can be used as such an indicator because of the means
testing involved in determining eligibility for Commonwealth pensions and benefits.
Information about the type of Government pension or benefit also helps to identify
HACC client sub-groups of particular policy interest, such as veterans, Carers and
people with disabilities.

Data Element Concept: Person—Commonwealth government payment type

Value Domain: HACC payment type code N

Value domain attributes

Representational attributes

Representation class: Code

Data type: Number

Format: N

Maximum character length: 1

 Value Meaning
Permissible values: 1 Aged pension

 2 Veteran's Affairs Pension

 3 Disability Support Pension

 4 Carer Payment (Pension)

 5 Unemployment related benefits

 6 Other government pension or benefit

 7 No government pension or benefit

Supplementary values: 9
 

Not stated/ inadequately described
 

Data element attributes 

Collection and usage attributes
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Guide for use: This data element does not assume that the pension or benefit is the person’s main
or only source of income. This element is designed to reflect the receipt of either a
full or part Commonwealth government pension or benefit. Where the person
receives a government pension or benefit as a supplement to other income (eg
wages, superannuation, etc.) they should still be regarded as receiving a
pension/benefit and coded accordingly.

Code 6 should be used for clients who are in receipt of income from participation in
a Community Development Employment Project (CDEP) or Indigenous
Employment Program (IEP).

Persons who do not receive a Government pension or benefit should be recorded
under option 7. Persons whose only source of income is a superannuation pension
should be recorded as receiving no government pension or benefit.

Collection methods: This data element should be recorded for all HACC care recipients at the
beginning of each HACC service episode. The agency should also assess the
currency of this information at subsequent assessments/re-assessments within a
HACC service episode and should update the agency’s record of the person’s
Government pension/benefit status, if necessary.

This data element is required for reporting in the HACC MDS collection. Agencies
are required to report the most recent Government pension/benefit status that the
agency has recorded for the person.

Information provided by the agency about the person’s Government pension/benefit
status will be considered to be at least as up to date as the Date of last update
reported for the person. This is in line with the request that agencies assess and
update the information they have about a person’s pension/benefit status at the
beginning of each HACC service episode as well as at subsequent
assessments/re-assessments within a HACC service episode.

If the agency’s system or records do not provide sufficient information to accurately
report on this data element, the agency should use code 9 Not stated/inadequately
described.

Source and reference attributes

Origin: Developed for the HACC Data Dictionary Version 1.0, 1998

Relational attributes

Implementation in Data Set
Specifications:

Home and Community Care MDS 2009
        Community Services (retired), Recorded 16/11/2009
Implementation start date: 11/05/2006
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