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DATA ELEMENTMetadata type: 
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Identifies a person who has a first degree relative (father, mother or
sibling) who has had a vascular event or condition diagnosed before
the age of 60 years.

Definition:

Public health, health care and clinical settings.Context:

Relational and Representational Attributes
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Yes
No
Family history status not known
Not recorded

Code 1:      Yes, the person has a first-degree relative under the
age of 60 years who has had a vascular disease/ condition
diagnosed.

Code 2:      No, the person does not have a first-degree relative
under the age of 60 years who has had a vascular disease/
condition diagnosed.

Code 3:      Family history status not known, the existence of a
premature family history for cardiovascular disease cannot be
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determined.

Code 9:      Not recorded, the information as to the existence of a
premature family history for cardiovascular disease has not been
recorded.

Administrative Attributes
Guidelines Subcommittee of the WHO-ISH: 1999 WHO-ISH
guidelines for management of hypertension. J Hypertension 1999;
17: 151 - 83.

Source Document:

CV-Data Working GroupSource Organisation:

Cardiovascular disease (clinical):
Having a family history of cardiovascular disease (CVD) is a risk
factor for CVD and the risk increases if the event in the family
member occurs at a young age.  For vascular risk assessment a
premature family history is considered to be present where a first-
degree relative under age 60 years (woman or man) has had a
vascular event/ condition diagnosed.  The evidence of family
history being a strong risk factor for stroke only applies to certain
limited stroke subtypes in certain populations.
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