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First Nations-specific primary health care: PI26b-Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 years who have a completed ear health check recorded, June 2024
	Identifying and definitional attributes

	Metadata item type:
	Indicator

	Indicator type:
	Output measure

	Short name:
	PI26b-Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 years who have a completed ear health check recorded, June 2024

	METEOR identifier:
	791644

	Registration status:
	Indigenous, Standard 27/04/2024

	Description:
	This indicator has 3 parts:
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months.
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the movement of both eardrums (tympanic membrane) recorded in the previous 12 months.
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months AND a completed check of the movement of both eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months.

	Rationale:
	Regular and accurate assessment of ear health is important to ensure early identification and management of ear disease and associated hearing loss. Collecting data on ear health checks will improve understanding of availability and/or accessing of these checks in primary health care.

	Indicator set:
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national key performance indicators June 2024
Indigenous, Standard 27/04/2024





	Collection and usage attributes

	Population group age from:
	0 years.

	Population group age to:
	14 years.

	Computation description:
	This indicator has 3 parts:
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months.
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the movement of both eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months.
1. Proportion of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a completed check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months AND a completed check of the movement of both eardrums recorded in the previous 12 months.
Presented as a percentage.
Count is of people, not ear health checks.
Clients may be counted in one or all parts of the indicator. For example:
1. a client with only appearance checked is counted once in the ‘appearance’ group (part 1)
1. a client with only movement checked is counted once in the ‘movement’ group (part 2)
1. a client with both appearance AND movement checked is counted once in the ‘appearance’ group (part 1), once in the ‘movement' group (part 2) and once in the combined ‘appearance AND movement’ group (part 3). 
Include: ear health checks recorded within the previous 12 months. For the purposes of this indicator, included ear health checks are either:
1. checks recorded in an ear health section of a Clinical Information System (CIS) module
1. checks as defined by the conditions/diagnoses and ear health check procedures terms and codes specified in the ear condition coding framework (Solving Health 2024).
Include: ear health checks that have been conducted outside the First Nations-specific primary health care organisation within the previous 12 months, by any provider type such as ear health checks conducted by visiting health professionals or audiologists.
Counting rules:
1. Order of precedence: information in the ear health check section of the CIS takes precedence over ear health procedures as defined in the ear condition coding framework, which takes precedence over ear health diagnoses as defined in the ear condition coding framework. For example, if there is information recorded in the ear health check section of the CIS, use this. If there is no information in the ear health check section of the CIS, consider the procedures. If there is no information on procedures, consider the diagnoses.
1. Within each order of precedence level, the status of ‘completed’ takes precedence over ‘not completed’. That is, within each level, include any ear health check recorded as completed within the past 12 months even if a more recent check is not completed. For example, if the most recent ear health check in the ear check section of the CIS is recorded as ‘not completed’ and a previous check was recorded as ‘completed’ within the previous 12 months, the check should be counted as ‘completed’. 
1. If it cannot be determined in the CIS which part of the check was completed (that is, appearance, or movement, or both appearance and movement), count all parts as completed. For example:
        • ear health check section items that do not distinguish between checks for appearance and movement
        • procedures and diagnoses in the ear condition coding framework that do not distinguish between checks for appearance and movement.
1. Blank fields are considered ‘not completed’. 
1. If it cannot be determined in the CIS that a check was performed at all (that is, that any part was completed), do not count any part as completed.
Limitations:
1. For practical reasons, this indicator does not distinguish between client groups who may have different requirements around the type and frequency of ear health checks. For example:
        • This indicator collects information on children who had an ear health check at least once in the previous 12 months. Clinical and best practice guidelines, however, may recommend more frequent checks depending on the child’s age, clinical history and other factors.
        • This indicator includes children who are under active management for an ear condition. These children may have different clinical requirements around type and frequency of ear health checks. For example, some children will be included in the denominator for whom it is not clinically appropriate to conduct checks of the movement of the eardrum (for example, those with ear discharge).
1. For some ear health checks, particularly those based on the conditions/diagnoses or procedures terms and codes specified in the ear condition coding framework:
        • it may not be possible to confirm that both ears were checked
        • it may not be possible to determine which check was conducted (that is, appearance or movement) and this may result in the movement component, in particular, being overstated
        • an ear diagnosis might only be recorded once within a CIS and, as such, completed ear health checks may be undercounted if the client has an ear condition that persists for more than 12 months and a recheck or new diagnosis date was not recorded
        • the date recorded in the CIS may reflect the date of data entry rather than the date of diagnosis.
1. This indicator relies on information being recorded in the CIS. For various reasons, an ear health check may have been conducted but the results were not recorded in the CIS at all or were not recorded in an appropriate or extractable field. In such cases, completed ear health checks will be undercounted. For example, there are known issues with recording of ear health checks conducted outside the First Nations-specific primary health care organisation. 

	Computation:
	(Numerator ÷ Denominator) x 100

	Numerator:
	Calculation A: Number of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded as ‘completed’ within the previous 12 months.
Calculation B: Number of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a check of the movement of both eardrums recorded as ‘completed’ within the previous 12 months.
Calculation C: Number of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 who had a check of the appearance of both ear canals and eardrums recorded as ‘completed’ within the previous 12 months AND a check of the movement of both eardrums recorded as ‘completed’ within the previous 12 months.

	Numerator data elements:
	Data Element / Data Set
Person—age, total years N[NN]
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Aged 0–14 years only.
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—Indigenous status, code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
First Nations only.
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—regular client indicator, yes/no code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Regular clients only.
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—ear canal and eardrum appearance check completed flag, yes/no code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—movement of eardrum check completed flag, yes/no code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024

	Denominator:
	Calculation A, B, and C: Number of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14.

	Denominator data elements:
	Data Element / Data Set
Person—age, total years N[NN]
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Aged 0–14 years only.
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—Indigenous status, code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
First Nations only.
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—regular client indicator, yes/no code N
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Regular clients only.

	Disaggregation:
	1. Sex:
a) Male
b) Female.
2. Age group:
a) 0–11 months
b) 12–23 months
c) 24–35 months
d) 36–59 months
e) 5–9 years
f) 10–14 years.

	Disaggregation data elements:
	Data Element / Data Set
Person—age, total years N[NN]
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Aged 0–14 years only (0–4 years disaggregated further by months).
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—age, total months N[N]
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Aged 0–14 years only (0–4 years disaggregated further by months).
 
Data Element / Data Set
Person—sex, code X
Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
NMDS / DSS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care NBEDS June 2024
Guide for use
Male and female only.

	Comments:
	Census date for reporting is 30 June 2024.
Data for this indicator are collected as a pilot but are not currently publicly reported.

	Representational attributes

	Representation class:
	Percentage

	Data type:
	Real

	Unit of measure:
	Person

	Format:
	N[NN].N

	Indicator conceptual framework

	Framework and dimensions:
	Effective/Appropriate/Efficient
 

	Data source attributes

	Data sources:
	Data Source
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific primary health care national Key Performance Indicators (nKPI) data collection
Frequency
6 monthly
Data custodian
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.

	Accountability attributes

	Reporting requirements:
	Funding agreements between the Department of Health and Aged Care and the organisations funded under the Indigenous Australians' Health Programme (IAHP).

	Organisation responsible for providing data:
	First Nations-specific primary health care organisations or maternal and child health programs/services funded by the Department of Health and Aged Care under its IAHP, referred to as funded organisations.

	Accountability:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare/Department of Health and Aged Care

	Source and reference attributes

	Submitting organisation:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare


	Reference documents:
	Solving Health (2024) Specifications for national Key Performance Indicators and Online Services Reporting, Solving Health, accessed 16 April 2024.

	Relational attributes 

	Related metadata references:
	See also First Nations-specific primary health care: PI26a-Number of First Nations regular clients aged 0–14 years who have a completed ear health check recorded, June 2024
Indigenous, Standard 27/04/2024
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